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An Application of an Objective Structured Clinical Examination for Learning

Skills in Assessment of Physical Therapy
— A Task Involving Measurements on the Range of Motion Test —

Chikako Fujita” Hiroyasu lwatsuki” Shuichi Sato”

Abstract
The Objective Structured Clinical Examination (OSCE) is very useful for evaluating the clinical
abilities of medical students before general clinical training. OSCE can also be a useful means for
learning clinical skills. We devised and practiced an original OSCE for physical therapy students
(PTSs) before general clinical training, and examined the usefulness of our original OSCE.
In our original OSCE, ten third year PTSs measured for a task on the hip joints of a standardized
patient (SP) in a range of motion test (ROM-T) and were evaluated by two examiners and the SP.
PTSs mostly had basic knowledge of ROM-T, but they did not have enough skills in handling a
goniometer and the lower limbs of a SP and so on; PTSs self-evaluations of the performance of
ROM-T were similar to the examiners’ and SP' s evaluations; PTSs did not have enough applied
abilities of measurements of ROM-T.
We can set up similar situations to clinical scenes, so we think OSCE can be very useful to learn
clinical skills for PTSs before general clinical training. In our OSCE, feedback from examiners and
SP to PTSs while watching recorded video tapes was especially useful our original. OSCE can give
a motivation of study for students and a valuable chance for improvements of education methods
and contents for teachers. Problems with our OSCE are that we need a lot of time and manpower
and it is difficult to train and keep SPs.

(J.Aomori Univ. Health Welf. 10 (1) : 35 — 42, 2009)
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