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Discussion of students achievement level
Masaaki Sato "’

Summary

The purpose of this report is to reflect on many discussions about the achievements of students, and to research a
desirable direction for these discussions in the future. These discussions pointed out a drop in the level of
achievement of students as reported by many lecturers from different universities. These lecturers insisted that the
cause of the drop in achievement levels was due the educational reforms by the Ministry of Education and
Science.

However the Ministry of Education and Science objects to this opinion saying that achievement levels have not
dropped, based on a comparison of international testing. These discussions have a tendency of going to two
different poles.

I think it is necessary to arrest this tendency, so I would like to suggest four ways to approach this problem: (O
to clarify what the meaning of ‘achievement’ is, (2) to establish a common measure for achievement, 3) to
establish a standard achievement level for students and to promote a higher level of achievement, 4 to establish

a national awareness of appropriate achievement levels for students.
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