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Study of Nursing Support for Advanced Cancer Patients Undergoing
Outpatient Chemotherapy (Part 2)
— Nurses' Perceptions of Psychosocial Problems of Advanced Cancer
Patients Undergoing Outpatient Chemotherapy and Nursing Support —
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Abstract
This study aims to clarify nurses' perceptions of the psychosocial problems of advanced cancer patients
undergoing outpatient chemotherapy and of the nursing support needed for such patients. Eleven
outpatient nurses who agreed to cooperate in this study were interviewed, and qualitative analysis was
conducted.
According to the analysis, the outpatient nurses recognized that there are seven psychosocial
problems faced by advanced cancer patients undergoing outpatient chemotherapy : 1) restrictions
on daily activities, 2) difficulties for filling patients' roles in society, 3) approaches to treatment,
4) future outlook, 5) emotional support, 6) the treatment environment, and 7) relationship
with medical staff. For nursing support, the results of the analysis show the following: 1) emotional
support to help patients continue treatment, 2) support of daily activities for patients receiving
treatment, 3) coordination of medical staff as a team to provide consistent care, 4 ) improvement
of the treatment environment where patients can receive treatment safely and comfortably ; and 5)
career advancement of nurses.  The results also revealed that outpatient nurses perceive that the
current environment for outpatient treatment and nursing does not fully address the patients'
psychosocial problems, and that the nursing care that is given differs from that desired by the
patients.

(J.Aomori Univ.Health Welf.6(2): 27— 32, 2004)
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