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The purpose of this study is to analyze the relationship between the degree of adoption of nursing
practices, recognized as innovative skills, and innovative characteristics seen among nurses and nursing
department managers. Furthermore, this study explores the innovative characteristics of staff nurses.
Nursing and nursing department managers were randomly selected from 141 hospitals of varying size
(10 staff per hospital), and asked to complete a questionnaire regarding 22 different innovative nursing
practices. Questions utilize the model of stages in the diffusion decision process developed by E. M.
Rogers by which the degree of adoption of innovative nursing practices was determined.

Hospitals responding totaled 127 (90.1%) and analysis was conducted on valid responses from 124

institutions (886 responses).

Analysis of the relationship between the degree of innovative nursing practice and 31 questions
regarding innovative characteristics revealed that innovative personnel have a great influence on

promoting the adoption and diffusion of innovative practice.

Also, attitudes of hospital ward managers, atmosphere and cooperation systems, nurses with great
expertise, awareness of roles in information collection and communication, evidence affecting
unacceptability, relationships with physicians, and emotional bias were found as factors explaining the

innovative characteristics of staff nurses.
(J.Aomori Univ.Health Welf.6(3): 301 —400 , 2005)
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