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The History of Nursing Education in Aomori Prefecture (Part 2)
- Characteristics and Problems of Two-year Course
for Nursing Education Curriculum -
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Abstract
Characteristics and problems of two-year course for nursing education curriculum in Aomori
Prefecture were analyzed with the objective of revealing their roles and issues by interviewing a group
of full-time teachers and reviewing the school regulations of five nursing schools in Aomori. Of these
five schools located in five different cities, three are run by municipalities, one by the regional medical
association, and one by a hospital. Four of the five schools offer night classes, one offers a full-time
program, and none are technical schools. The schools were established between 1966 and 1972. Since
that time, the capacity for each grade level has remained unchanged for one school, decreased for
another, and increased for the other three, with a total number of 190 students enrolled in each grade
level at the five schools in 2006. The main objective for establishing these schools was to set up
advanced nursing programs for junior nurses in order to enhance the level of regional medicine.
Moreover, the regional medical association had also requested that such schools be established. The
educational curriculum abides by specific rules and more than two-thirds of the students graduating
from these schools are employed locally. More than 40 years have passed since these schools were
established and while teachers are experiencing some difficulty in education due to the diverse
backgrounds of students in recent years, schools providing a two-year nursing education curriculum
will remain necessary as long as the junior nurse system exists.

(J. Aomori Univ. Health Welf. 8(1): 105— 114 , 2007)
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