HHRREIGEE 9(1),9-20, 2008

URERL)
1) —2H ) O
A4 YV FOLBRIEOLEDOHEATEHE~NDT 7 LA -
FE =HF"

Who Buys Sari?
Santal Women in India and their Access to Purchasing Power

Takako Chiba "

Abstract

This paper discusses the social and economic status of Santal women, one of the ethnic minority
groups in India, with special reference to their purchasing power. Though they enjoy more freedom
compared to their counterparts, women in the general population, they have no access to decision
making concerning the household economy, even when buying their own clothes, saris. The reasons
for this situation are listed: the patriarchal and patrilineal system of Santal society, protection of

women and women's taxing life.

Development does not always benefit women. It can make women's situation worse by depriving
them of natural resources on which they depend, thus leading to women's degradation and the
lowering of their position in the household and in the society.
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