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Hinduisation of the Ethnic Minority in India with Special Reference
to Santali Women
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Abstract
This paper reports on cultural changes in the lifestyle of the Santal, one of the Indian ethnic
minorities, who have been experiencing changes during the process of development, namely
Hinduisation, with special reference to women' s attire.
The Bengal population extended their habitat to the areas where the Santal lived, as development
advanced. The Santal came under the strong influences of Bengal culture, as the Bengal population
lived near to them. The Santal, who once enjoyed their simple life close to nature, have been
exposed to modernisation and marketisation.
Many researchers have pointed out that the ethnic minorities have been changing their way of life
due to Hinduisation, thus causing loss of their ethnic identities. Changes bring both good things and
bad things. Some people are willing to accept changes while others are not. One of the fatal points
of these changes is that the ethnic minorities regard their culture as inferior to that of the general
population and take in the general population’ s culture as ‘formal' or ‘a good thing to follow.” It
is high time to consider what the Santal should preserve as their culture to maintain their ethnic
identity. \

(J.Aomori Univ. Health Welf. 9 (2) : 123 — 130, 2008)
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