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Abstract

Sociolinguistics is the study of how aspects of society, including its cultural norms, expectations,
and context, have an effect on the way language is used. This paper traces the roots of this branch
of linguistics examining its development in the West and in Japan, focusing on the principles it was

founded on, the methodology employed, and investigating the core elements of the discipline

providing examples of studies conducted within Japan that reflect the field.
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Language variety, behavior and consciousness.
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