TIARPRIESMERE  10(2), 205216, 2009
(s 5C)

INT F A DR HE D
— HVEOEBRIIADLERT V54 7B —

FE 0T

Possibility of a Paradigm Shift
With Special Reference to Young People’s Concepts of Volunteers

Takako Chiba"

Abstract

This paper discusses the possibility of a paradigm shift in the views of volunteers/voluntary
activities with special reference to young people s concepts of volunteers. In my discussion, I
argue that upgrading the concept of volunteers/voluntary activities from a free labour force to the
dynamic of social change and that civil education is key to achieving this paradigm shift.

The Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, which caused heavy casualties and catastrophic damage to
the areas, occurred in 1995 and that vear was named ‘the First Volunteer Year in the memory of
the volunteers who rushed to the area from all over Japan to take part in rescue operations. Since
then, volunteers/voluntary activities have become acknowledged and this has led to enactment of
the NPO Act of 1998.

Many researchers discuss definitions of volunteers/voluntary activities, and key terms of their
definitions include ‘voluntary, without payment and for public interest. These terms simply
emphasise that volunteers/voluntary activities are beautiful because the volunteers commit
themselves as individuals contributing to the public good. In the same manner, even junior high and
senior high school students merely take volunteers/voluntary activities as just ‘something good.
This view leads to the degradation and even abuse of volunteers/voluntary activities.

Some people have been asserting that society has been moving towards a lessening of social
cohesion. They insist that something should be done to remedy the current situation and to change
for the better. Volunteers/voluntary activities could be one of the alternatives in response to this
expectation.

(J.Aomori Univ. Health Welf. 10 (2) : 205 — 216, 2009)
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