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Why Was Socrates Killed?
— With Reference to Kierkegaard's "Philosophical Fragment" —

Tatsuro Hanyu "

Abstract

Why was Socrates executed? In this paper I consider this problem with reference to Kierkegaard's
"Philosophical Fragment". If Socrates' theory of recollection was correct, it is difficult to understand
why Socrates was hated by his partner in dialogue after helping to remember the truth which was
only sleeping in his mind. Here Kierkegaard's point that man opposes the truth is very helpful. Man
forgets the truth because he wants to forget it. But Socrates compels him to remember the truth,
so the partner is angered by Socrates who breaks the good balance of remembrance and forgetting.
Perhaps, strange as it may sound, man has to remember the truth in order to forget it. In order to
forget the truth, man always needs to watch it carefully so that it may not rise to the surface of his
consciousness. Even Socrates had a fear of the fury of his partner, but Socrates endured it and
continued his dialogue. Usually we learn to hold our tongue to tell the truth in front of the subtle
angry look which comes over the partner's face. It is a social rule of mankind. But Socrates

disregarded this fundamental rule, so he was sentenced to death.
(J.Aomori Univ. Health Welf. 11 : 21 — 28, 2010)
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