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Facts and Issues on the Training Needs for Elder Abuse Prevention at Special
Nursing Homes for the Elderly
— Results from a Survey on the Needs of Special Nursing Home Staff in Aomori
Prefecture —

Maki Kagaya” Takeshi Owada"

Abstract
Based on information from earlier investigations, this study collated and reviewed various issues
including what the definition of abuse is according to the Law of Prevention of Elder Abuse, what
the rights of the elderly living in such facilities are, what sort of obligations are imposed on the staff
and administrators of such facilities, as well as what “quality of life” for the elderly living in these
facilities means.
In addition, in order to gain an overview of training needs regarding the prevention of elder abuse,
a questionnaire survey was conducted which targeted the staff of a special nursing home for the
elderly in Aomori Prefecture. The results showed that despite the high level of need for abuse
prevention training, there are still many issues which need to be addressed such as the frequency,
time, and form of training. It was also discovered that a wide variety of working shifts makes it
difficult at present to secure time for trainees and devise a training program. Furthermore, it was
confirmed that themes which top the list of training needs include “mental care for staff,” “care
giving consideration to human rights,” “courtesy and communication techniques,” “associating with
the elderly with the aid of case examples,” and “a joint approach by staff for abuse prevention.”
It was suggested that in developing the training for preventing elder abuse in the facility, not only
the attributes and awareness of individual staff, but structural issues regarding the facility must be
addressed as well.

(J.Aomori Univ. Health Welf. 11 : 29 — 40, 2010)
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Reconsideration of existential social work with regard to the care of elderly
dementia based on participant observation of an elderly dementia patient

Takeshi Owada”

Abstract
This paper aims to study care of demented elderly from an existential viewpoint. Discussions on
the care of demented elderly hitherto have almost exclusively been from the carers viewpoint -
treating them as passive recipients of the services given by carers. However, in recent years,
there have been contentions to the effect that it is important to understand the inner world of
the demented elderly receiving care based on their subjective experiences. Being demented and
receiving care are situations that they have never experienced before. Conceivably they have
difficulty in understanding what is happening to their body and mind. There is a need to concretely
grasp the “here and now” within the daily lives of demented elderly who, despite their handicap (.e.
dementia), are living their lives to the fullest.
To that end, it is essential to have an existential grasp of how demented elderly experience the
process of their aging and deterioration and the decline in their memories.
The research presented in this paper at first surveys the origins and significance of existential
social work, and then presents a record and analysis of the participant observation of three days
in the life of a man suffering from senile dementia - the critical three days before his placement
in a facility after having spent many years housebound. Through the analysis of the individual
s subjective experiences, this paper shows the necessity of understanding the behavior of the
demented elderly from a strength perspective, of perceiving their anguish and existential anxiety
through their words and actions, and it confirms the importance of existentialist understanding for
the care of demented elderly people.
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