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Rebuilding Concept of Volunteers Applicable to Contemporary Times
— University Students’ Images of ‘Citizens’ —

Takako Chiba”

Abstract

This paper discusses the concept of ‘citizens with special reference to university students’
images of ‘citizens, in the hope of rebuilding concept of volunteerism and voluntary activities
which suit to contemporary times.

In my discussion, I refer to the concept of ‘citizens already defined and present my concept
of ‘citizens, as persons who are independent and recognise social issues as their own, and as
persons who are empowered to challenge and solve these issues. In other words, ‘citizens are
conscientious individuals.

My research on university students’ images of ‘citizens' show that many of them simply take
‘citizens’ to mean Tresidents of a city. Some students wrote that ‘citizens are persons who
contribute to community building. They never refer to the ancient Greece nor to the capitalist class,
which are the term’ s basic definitions.

Some people have been asserting that society has been moving towards a lessening of social
cohesion, and insist that something should be done to remedy the current situation for a change for
the better. Volunteerism and voluntary activities could be one of the alternatives in response to this
expectation. Volunteers are citizens who engender the dynamic of social change.

(J.Aomori Univ. Health Welf. 11 : 77 — 86, 2010)
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