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On "The Path of the Ancient Legendary Kings" in the Thought of Sorai
— The Grief of an ldeologue of Conservatism —

Tatsuro Hanyu"

Abstract
In this paper I regard Sorai Ogyu as a representative of the conservative ideologues and consider
how we can effectively criticize them. The conservative ideologues insist; "This is a hard fact. Man
has to start thinking from this miserable reality, not start from the empty impractical theory."
So Sorai interprets "the path of the Chinese legendary kings" not as the problem of individual
morality, but as the problem of the reign-system which the Chinese legendary kings created so
exquisitely that changes at the inception influenced the result a hundred years later. As a result
of this interpretation of the "path", Confucianism becomes the real method of how the Tokugawa-
government can survive. Now all is re-interpreted from the political view. Individual morality is
unimportant, but the individual talents which are to benefit the ruler are important.
Sorai succeeded in changing innocuous Confucianism to practical politics, but was Sorai's insistence
really right? How can we criticize such conservative ideologues effectively? This paper aims to
answer these questions.

(J.Aomori Univ. Health Welf. 12:1 -9, 2011)
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