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Trend in Students’ Attitudes towards the Lay Judge System
— Based on a survey of first-year students in 2011 —

Akihiro Otake "

Abstract
In May 2011, a survey of attitudes of first-year students at Aomori University of Health and
Welfare towards the law was carried out. This paper reports those results of the survey concerning
students’ attitudes towards the lay judge system, and briefly discusses how they compare with the
results of a survey conducted in 2007.
The results of the present survey showed the following concerning the implications derived from
the survey in 2007. The first implication, “A deepening of understanding regarding the system
will not necessarily lead to improvement of the motivation to become lay judges” has held true
even after the lay judge system came into force. However, with regard to the second implication,
“As understanding of the system deepens to a greater or lesser extent, the proportion of those
with a positive opinion and making positive predictions regarding the future of criminal trials after
the introduction of the lay judge system will tend to decrease, and the proportion with negative
opinions and making negative predictions will tend to increase,” no evidence supporting its being
true could be found even after the lay judge system came into force.

(J.Aomori Univ. Health Welf. 12 : 21 — 32, 2011)
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