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The process and problems of local network forming which supporting
life-long learning of people with intellectual disabilities
— the case of Aomori-city —

Naoko Hiromori” Osamu Yamauchi® Ai Nishimura® Yoichi Watanabe” Reiko Ishioka®
Kazuhito Kato®  Mutsumi Kudo®

Abstract
In Aomori prefecture, some volunteer supported, life-long learning activities for those with
intellectual disabilities and special classes for youth with intellectual disabilities in school, have
problems with unstable management, staff and funds. Education and welfare administrations
do not have sufficient plans or projects to deal with these problems. Local governments are
unaware of the needs of these programs and there is little cooperation between public institutions
and local associations. In this study, as an action research, we held a meeting for members of
public institutions and local associations to consider the prospects and problems with forming a
local network of support. The consensus showed that both the private sector and government
administration should takes part in the network. A network that connects people with intellectual
disabilities to public institutions and local associations safely. Here they would share information on
not only education but on issues dealing with independent living skills.

(J.Aomori Univ. Health Welf. 12:53 — 62, 2011)
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