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Potential of Social Enterprise for Local Community
— : A Case of Community Café Del Sole —

Jun KUDO"

Abstract

In recent years, social enterprises, which are working to solve social challenges, get a lot of
attention and advance their accomplishment and studies. Social enterprises are vital on making
its own way in too the market and create a sustainable trust in the community. However, to the
present time, conceptual studies and theoretical frameworks have yet to be developed.

The purpose of this paper is to examine the potential of social enterprises for local community using
the case of Community café “Del Sole” in Goshogawara-shi, Aomori prefecture. The study has been
carried out with a complex combination of action re-search, participant observation and interviews
over three years. The use of these multiple research methods offers in-depth understandings of the
picture.

As a result of case study, it became clear that they play these three roles, 1) to foster and
encourage social capital, 2) to encourage local residents initiative, 3) to revitalize the local economy.
In other words, in addition that social enterprises play an important role in solving social challenges
in the local community, it was indicated that social enterprises play a multilateral role to foster and

encourage social capital in the local community.
(J.Aomori Univ. Health Welf. 13 : 23 — 32, 2012)
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