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From one periphery in japan to another periphery in India -
participating in the social development of West Bengal

Takako Chiba”

Abstract

This paper tries to offer “alternative” concepts of volunteers/voluntary activities with special reference to Aomori
Bengal Association, ABA, a voluntary group established in Aomori Prefecture. Volunteers are people who
participate in establishing a new civil society through human networks, but they do not just work voluntarily for
the public, they work without expecting economic gain.

ABA supports an ongoing project which administers and manages a creche in a rural village in Chandra, Bankura
District, West Bengal, India. The project was initiated by the Development Research Communication and
Services Centre, DRCSC, an NGO which works for social development in rural villages in West Bengal, where
minority groups live. DRCSC’ s approach to social development is based on the PRA (participatory rural
appraisal) method advocated by R. Chambers, a researcher at the University of Sussex, Britain.

An important key word for volunteers/voluntary activities and the social development approach is “participating.”
Participating does not only mean "to happen to stay there” or “to become a member, “ but “to take a vital
role as an individual on one’s own initiative”

ABA perceives Aomori and Bengal as “peripheries” which are left behind in economic prosperity. Participating

in development processes in Bengal as a DRCSC partner is as valuable as working to develop Aomori.

(J.Aomori Univ.Health Welf.3(1):11—25, 2001)
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KEY ASPECTS

Development Research Communication and Services Centre
remains committed to the cause of promoting Sustainable Ag-
riculture & Rural Development concepts both through direct
action (training of farmers and extension workers, experi-
mentation in collaboration with farmers and research
institutions, documentation of indigenous resources &
knowledge, advocacy with administrative and policy making
bodies etc.) and through support services (training of
trainers, dissemination of information through community
and mass media, creation of regional resource centre, clear-
ing house services for farmer groups and other POs/NGOs
and information and resource sharing with other resource in-
stitutions in the country and South/South East Asian region ).
We are also engaged in advocacy, together with other NGOs
etc. on policy formulation in favour of sustainable
agriculture.

Our collaboration with various POs & NGOs (as well
as civic authorities and research/education institutions) has
been issue-based. Within the framework of agreed common
objectives and principles of sustainable resource
management , collaborating agencies/groups have been free
to define their specific objectives and nature of activities in
consultation with members of Training & Technical Support

team.

Food security/sustainable livelihood security has been our

central concern.

(Annual Report 1999-2000 & ) )
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